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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 11_ is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 1 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim should refer to claims in the alternative only. See MPEP 

§ 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim 1 1 has not been further treated on the merits. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claims 2-3, 5-13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. The claim language is laden with terms and phrases that are not recited or 
well explained in the specification. For example, claim 2 positively recites "guide rails" 
and "an inlet system", yet no mention is made of these two elements in the specification. 
At most, the applicant has enablement for a "guide edge". Claim 5 recites "adjustments 
or for internal reference", yet no mention is made of this in the specification. Claim 10 
recites "the discharge" yet the specification never states that a discharge is an 
electrode. Additionally, the specification does not enable determining the diameter of 
the water stream by a conductivity measurement. Claim 1 1 recites "a capacitive 
sensor", yet a sensor is never discussed in the specification. Claim 12 recites "a feed 
canal" which is never discussed in the specification. Finally, claim 13 states that the 
electrodes are designed in such a manner that a conductive measurement can be 
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performed too, yet the specification does not say how such device works or what the 
device is. Thus, it is impossible to examine claims 2-3, 5-13 on the merits. 

3. Claim 6, 7,9,10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In claim 6, "this latter" is confusing language. 
Examiner does not know what "this latter" refers too. In claim 7, "the draining film" lacks 
antecedent basis. In claim 9, "the draining film" lacks antecedent basis. In claim 10, 
"the discharge" and "the diameter" lacks antecedent basis. Revision is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1,4, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by EP 
1096051 ('051). '051 discloses a washing appliance comprising a tub 4, control means 
comprising at least a timer 12 that assesses the time it takes for the water to discharge 
(see abstract). The time is considered to be a property indicative of drainage behavior. 
Figure 1 clearly shows that the drain 6 has a surface that has at least two inclined 
portions (that indicated by #6 and the portion between #7 and #3). Thus, '051 
anticipates the claims as currently recited. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON HECKERT whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2702. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Friday, 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571)272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Barr/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 1792 

JMH 



